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The Olivet Discourse recorded in Matthew, chapters
24 and 25, was given by the Lord in answer to the ques
tion of the disciples, "What shall be the sign of thy
coming and of the end of the age?"
After giving a graphic description of wars, false religions,
pestilences, and earthquakes that are to characterize the
end of this dispensation, our Lord referred to the fig tree
"when ye see the fig tree begin to put forth her leaves"
as one of the infallible signs of the nearness of His return.
God has chosen trees as types of His earthly people
because they are rooted in the earth and because they ex
tend their branches toward heaven, and are intended to
bear fruit for the glory of God.
There are three trees that represent Israel: the olive
tree, the fig tree, and the vine. The olive tree is symbolic
of Israel in covenant relationship to God. The Israelites
are the natural descendents of Abraham. In Romans 11,
we are instructed in the figure of the olive tree, concerning
Israel's present condition. The vine speaks of Israel in her
spiritual ministry-as a testimony for God in the world.
But God looked for it to bring forth grapes, but it brought
forth wild grapes. When Christ came, He found an empty
vine. He therefore swept unbelieving Israel to one side
when He said, "I am the true vine."

.

The fig tree represents Israel in he r national life as the
chosen nat ion which God has taken to Himself to be His
witnesses in the world. The significance of our Lord's
statement concerning the budding of the fig t r ee is seen
when compared with the parable of the fig tree in Luke
13 :7-9 and Matthew 21 :19. The fig tree is described in
these passages as "covered with leaves" without any fr ui t,
and consequently, the Lord cursed the fig tree, and it
withered away. The fig tree with its leafy profession
represents the state of I srael in her national life at the
time the Lord appeared nineteen hundred years ago.
There was much profession, but no fruit of godliness. The
Lord had intended I srael in her political life to be a flam
ing torch of righteousness and truth, and in her ministry
the h erald of a coming Messiah for the world's redemp
tion. It was for this purpose that God had cr eated this
nation and placed it in Palestine, the geographical and
political center of the earth. Had Israel been true to the
gospel of her prophets, the whole world would have been
in a state of expectation and waiting fo r the advent of the
Son of God; but I srae l had failed. The fig tree with its
leafy profession was an exact picture of her national con 
dition, and according to our Lord's testimo ny, her spiritual
leaders would compass land and sea to make o ne proselyte
fro m the Gentile natio ns to associate him with the cere
monial system that furnished no prophetic v ision of the
coming Redeemer of the world. The apostasy of I s rael was
reached when they nailed their Messiah to a cross, and the
withering of the fig tree was prophetic of a p e rio d of
barrenness in their national life which has lasted for
almost two thousand years. Israel is now the barren fig
tree. I srael is out of her land; her people have been
scattered among all nations of the earth; and her con
dition, humanly speaking, is ho peless. But our Lord has
said that toward the end of the age the fig tree will again
put forth her leaves. By that, He meant that the spirit of
nationality shall revive again, and the people will turn
their faces toward the ancient land of Zion.
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I.
The Budding of the Fig Tree is Seen in the Zionist
Movement-the Return of the Jews to Palestine

My purpose tonight is to show that the great prophetic
utterance concerning the budding of the fig tree is now in
the process of realization. The Lord God has stated again
and again that He shall regather Israel to their own land
(read carefully Ezek. 37, Isa. 11, Rom. 11, Acts 13)
Jeremiah also has the vision of its return when he wrote:
"They shall ask their way to Zion and shall turn their faces
thitherward." That movement has already begun. It has
taken the name of the Zionist Movement. Zionist societies
have been formed all over the earth. The organizations
have been legally incorporated, and vast sums of money
have been subscribed. Children are being taught that the
glory of Israel is at hand, and are taking upon their lips
once again the ancient word "Zion." The Zionist Move
ment was begun by Dr. Theodore Herzel, an Austrian
Jew. The objects of the movement are two-fold: First, to
foster the national idea in Israel; second, to promote the
colonization of Palestine by Jews. This movement has
been given a tremendous impetus by the Balfour Declara
tion made in 1917 which declares "that the British Govern
ment looks with favor upon making Palestine a national
home for the Jew."
A hundred years ago, there were not more than six
thousand Jews in Palestine. Today there are considerably
over a hundred and fifty thousand, and so great has been
Jewish immigration toward the land of Palestine that the
British Government has found it necessary to restrict im
migration for the time being. The Jew is already the pre
eminent factor in the city of Jerusalem. He controls its
business and his synagogues are rising within the shadow
of the Mohammedan Mosque. At the close of the World
War, the British Government appointed Sir Herbert Sam
uels to be the first Governor-General, and it is interesting
to know that he was the first Jew to have jurisdiction of
life and death in Palestine since the days of Nebuchadnezzar. So anxious is the Jew to reestablish himself in Pales
tine, and so assured is he that Zionism will become a
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political fact, that he has created his own national flag
which has in its center the star of David.
Some time ago, I was asked to attend a Zionist meet
ing. It was held in a large synagogue in a southern city.
The building was crowded to suffocation, and on the plat
form were seated Zionist representatives who were ad
dressing the gathered company on Zionism and the Jewish
colonization of Palestine. In the midst of one of the ad
dresses, an old Jew stood to his feet, and raising his hands,
he cried, "Blessed be the God of Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob, who has permitted me to see this day!"
While we sat there watching the fig tree once again
putting forth her leaves, a friend who was with me
said, "Mr. Talbot, what do you think a meeting like this
means to the average Christian?" I replied, "You can get
your answer by looking around to see how many Gentiles
are in this gathering." We looked and found that we two
were probably the only Gentiles there.
When we came out of the building that night with our
hearts solemnized, we found people coming out of moving
picture houses, public dance halls, restaurants, and other
places of amusement and pleasure, who seemed entirely
'Unaware of and indifferent to the fact that right in their
midst was taking place the "budding of the fig tree," the
s ign the Lord has given of the nearness of His return to
the earth.
~

II.
The Budding of the Fig Tree is also seen in the Rise of
Jewish Prominence in the World Today
The leading business factors in our great commercial
cities are Jews. The Jew is in control of New York's
Broadway. Most of the signs on the business establish
ments on New York's great "White Way" bear Jewish
names. The greater number of bankers in the world at
large are Jews. The Jew has also excelled in music,
science, philosophy, statesmanship; in spite of every at
tempt made by the nations of the earth to shackle him, he
comes to the forefront unshackled. He is playing today an

important r o le in every nation in the world. In England,
there are only 215,000 Jews, and yet they control the
clothing business, the tobacco, fruit, oil, wine, and lumber
industries, and a great number are connected with the
stock exchange and with banks. Five Jews hold positions
in the Cabinet; one has served as Lord Chief Justice of
England and leader of jurisprudence. One served as
Viceroy of India, five are privy counselors, five are memhers of the House of Lords. Sixteen are Baronets, eigh
teen are Knights of the Garter, and thirty are members of
Parliament. Sir Matthew Nathan served England during
the World War a s the Secretary for Ireland, and at the
outbreak of the war, Sir E. Goshen, G.C.B., was the British
Ambassador to Germany. All of thes e were Jews. The
Jew occupies just as an important place in France, Bel
gium, Russia, Germany, Austria and America.
The total Jewish population of France is a little over
one hundred thousand. During the World War, in the
regular army there were eight Jewish generals, fourteen
colonels, twenty-o ne lieutenants, sixty-eight majors, one
hundred and seven captains, and over ten thousand served
in the ranks. General Heimans, a Jew, was in charge of
one of the army corps; five Jews held important positions
in the Cabinet, and the R o thschilds are among the prominent families of that natio n. Today in every department
of French life the Jew is altogether o ut of proportion to
his number. This is especially true in politics, in the press;
and in finance. Over two hundred French Jews occupy
chairs in the leading universities.
In Belgium, there are 15,000 Jews, who rendered in
valuable service to the nation in her crisis period. Her
ambassador to the Court of St. James during that period
was M. Hymans, a Jew.

In Italy, it is impossible to get the present status of
the Jew. The total Jewish population there, however, is
45,000, and in recent years they have provided Italy with
a Prime Minister, Signor Luigi Luzzatti, who previously
served as Minister of Finance on six occasions. During
the war, sixteen members of Parliament and fourteen
Senators were Jews. It was Baron Sidney Sonnieo, a Jew,
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Minister of Foreign Affairs, who influenced Italy at the
beginning of the war to withdraw from the Teutonic
Powers and cast in her lot with the Allies.
In Germany, there are 615,000 Jews. In spite of all the
nefarious propaganda to stimulate anti-semitism, the Jew
has played a great part in the affairs of that natio n. Karl
Marx laid the scientific foundation to Socialism, and
La Salle founded the German Social Democratic Party.
Both these men were Jews. Dr. Von Dernberg served as
Ambassador to the United States. The secret of the meas
ure of success achieved by the German army lay in the
wonderful organization of transportation. To pick up an
army of a million men and transplant them from one scene
of war to another was an undertaking of tremendous re
sponsibility. The Kaiser entrusted this responsibility to
Herr Arthur Ballin, a Jew.
And so the story continues all through the social and
political life of every nation under heaven. During 1914
to 1918, the most tragic period the world has known, the
Jews were especially prominent.
We hear a great deal about patriotism these days. But
I do not think there is any patriotism that can excel that
of an orthodox Jew. For almost two thousand years, the
Jews have been out of their land, but ever longing for
home. The personal sacrifices on the part of some Jews
for home and nation are unparalleled. The large hearted
millionaire, Baron De Hirsch, laid on the altar his whole
fortune of seventy-five million dollars to transplant Jew
ish people from Russia to Palestine. In 1916, Dr. W. E.
Weizmann, the Russian Jew discovered a chemical for the
manufacture of the highest explosive known--T.N.T., for
which formula the British Government would have been
glad to have given millions of dollars. But Dr. Weizmann
gave it and then gave himself to oversee its manufacture,
asking but one thing: THAT THE BRITISH GOVERN
MENT WOULD FAVOR THE REESTABLISHMENT
OF HIS PEOPLE IN THE LAND OF PALESTINE.
The Jew loves money, but there is proof that he loves
his nation and the city of Jerusalem more than he does his

gold.
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It is interesting to know that here in the United States
the J ew controls 45% of the boot, shoe and clothing busis
ness, 85% of the tobacco business, 90% of the amusements,
80% of the liquo r, a nd that he plays a g reat part in the
control of national railroads. Some of the latter are: Baltimore & Ohio, Southern Pacific, Illino is Central, New York
Central. Some of the largest newspapers are also controlled by the Jew. In every trade, profession, and de
pa rtment o f human genius he is at the fore front.

III.
The Budding of the Fig Tree is also seen in the Restora
tion and Development of the Land of Palestine as
a Jewish National Home.
Great schemes are under way, not only to increase the
number of returning Jews to Palestine, but to develop the
land by building new cities and resto ring the old ones.
The city of Tel-Aviv is really a thrilling illustratio n of the
new life that everywhere is in evidence throughout the
land of Palestine. My friend, Dr. William Lamb, has just
returned from Palestine where he made an extensive study
of the development taking place there. He gave an account
of it in my church. Where the city of Tel-Aviv stands
until recently was desert sand.
Then a few devout Jews came together to dedicate the
new city. On that desert site now s tands a fine modern
city of nearly 50,000 inhabitants, all of them J ews. Should
you visit that city, you would see concrete streets, electric
light and power, beautiful boulevards, modern homes, and
up-to-date hotels. Fine cities are also springing up in
other parts of the land. Millions of vine cuttings have
been planted on the hills and territories that have been for
years desert waste are being turned into beautiful gardens.
The harbor at Haifa is being constructed so that large steamers
may soon be able to moor alongside its docks. A syndicate
of Jewish capitalists, under the leadership of such men as
Lord Reading and Baron De Rothschild, have secured con
cessions in regard to the dead sea so that the extraction of
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its enormous mineral wealth will soon be an established
fact. Many other things may be said in regard to the
marvelous transformations that are taking place in Pales
tine under Jewish leadership. Surely the fig tree is begin
ning to bud. God is allowing the Anti-Semitic movements
in
parts of the world today in order that the Zionist
movement may he accelerated. The one thing that was
clearly settled as a result of the recent World War was
that Tu rkish and Mohammedan rule ended in Palestine
and the plans were set afoot for the turning of that country
t o its rightful owners.

all

I have given this address the title, "Fifteen Million
Reasons Why The Present Civilization I s About To
Pass."
There are fifteen million Jews in the world, and
what God is doing for them today is an infallible sign
that the "Times of the Gentiles" are soon to close, and the
"Times of the Jews" will soon recommence when the Son
of God shall return and sit upon the throne of His father
David and rule over the house of Jacob forever.
The present condition of the nation is precisely similar
to that of the first stage in Ezekiel's valley of dry bones.
The bones are coming together with the flesh and the skin
making an appearance of nationhood-that is all.
What will be the next event? The Church will be
translated, which will be followed by the revelation of the
"man of sin," the anti-christ. He will make a covenant
with Israel for seven years-the seventieth week of Daniel.
In the midst of this week he will break the covenant,
which will be the signal for the beginning of the great
tribulation period, at the close of which the Son of God
shall come in all His glory.
If the Zionist Movement is a sign of the nearness of
the Lord's return to the earth, how much more so is it a
sign of the nearness of the translation of the Church, see
ing that the translation must precede the revelation of the
anti-christ,
the great tribulation, and the return of our
Lord in glory.
My friends, let me ask you this question. Are you ready
for these things? "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and
thou shalt be saved."
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